
EX PARTE OR LATE FILEO OOCKE't" FILE 1'\0"\
) I . L, .r!ORIGINAL

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20554

Honorable Alfonse D'Amato
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator D'Amato:
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This is in reply to your letter of February 17, 1993, in which you inquired on
behalf of your constituent, Frank Livernoche, regarding the Notice of Proposed
Rule Making (Notice) in PR Docket No. 92-235, 57 FR 54034 (1992). This Notice
proposes comprehensive changes to the Commission's Rules governing the private
land mobile radio services operating in the frequency bands below 512 MHz.

Your constituent is specifically concerned about the impact of these changes
on radio control (RIC) hobby users. Enclosed is a discussion paper concerning
our proposals for the 72-76 MHz band. In short, we expect there would be no
adverse impact on RIC operations because of any proposal contained in the
Notice.

We are, of course, sensitive to the concerns of both users of private land
mobile radio spectrum and RIC hobbyists. We will, therefore, take your
constituent's conerns into account when we develop final rules in this
proceeding. As indicated in the Notice, we remain convinced that without
significant regulatory change in radio operations in the bands below 512 MHz,
the quality of communications in the private land mobile radio services will
continue to deteriorate to the poin~of endangering public safety and the
national economy.

We want to thank you for your interest. Your constituent's letter will be
included in the record of the proceeding. We expect final rules to be issued
in 1994.

Sincerely,

~Gk.~S"~~.
'. I

Richard J. Shiben
Chief, Land Mobile & Microwave Division
Private Radio Bureau
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ALFONSE M, O'AMATO
NEW YORK

CJanitcd ~tatc.5 ~rnatc
WASHINGTON, DC 20510-3202

February 17, 1993

Congressional Liaison
Federal Communications Commission
2025 M Street, NW
Room 6202
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Director:

Ii' -"7'#/\ I') LEO O'BRIEN OFFICE BUILDING
/.' iL, ROOM 420

" ALBANY, NY 12207
~(51B)472-4343
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Because of the desire of this office to be responsive to all
inquiries and communications, your consideration of the attached
is requested.

PLEASE TRY TO RESPOND WITHIN 4 WEEKS OF YOUR RECEIPT OF THIS
REQUEST. YOUR FINDINGS AND VIEWS, IN DUPLICATE, ALONG WITH
RETURN OF THIS MEMO PLUS ENCLOSURE, WILL BE APPRECIATED.

Many thanks.

Sincerely,

Alfonse M. D'Amato
United States Senator

AD:amr
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DEAR SENATOR D'AMATO;

RE: FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULE MAKING
NPRM-PR DOCKET 92-235

ACTION NEEDED BY FEBRUARY 26, 1993

I AM RETIRED AND SPEND MANY HOUR OF MY RETIREMENT MAKING AND
FLYING RADIO CONTROLLED MODEL AIRCRAFT. ALONG WITH THE
ENJOYMENT I RECEIVE FROM THIS HOBBY, I HAVE A CONSIDERABLE
INVESTMENT IN RADIO EQUIPMENT.

THIS EQUIPMENT IS DESIGNED FOR THIS USE ONLY AND IS COSTLY TO
SWITCH FROM ONE FREQUENCY '1"0 ANOTHER, IF IT CAN BE DONE AT

ALL.

I AM VERY CONCERNED ABOUT PROPOSED RULES THAT ARE C:URP2.:NTLY
UNDER CONSIDERATION BY THE FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS
COMMISSIONS, (FCC). THE PROCEEDING IS PR DOCKET 92-235. IF
ADOPTED, THE NEW RULES WILL GREATLY REDUCE THE USABILITY OF
FREQUENCIES CURRENTLY ASSIGNED ~OR MODEL USE AND INCREASE THE
RISK OF ACCIDENTS AND ATTENDANT LIABILITY FOR CONTROLLING
MODEL AIRPLANES.

OUR RADIO CONTROL FREQUENCIES ARE IN THE 72 - 76 MHz BAND.
THIS BAND IS PRIMARILY USED !:,'OR PRIVATE LAND MUBLlE DI:~J?;'.I.TCH

O~ERATIONS. HOWEVER, OUR RADIO CONTROL FREQUENCIES IN THIS
BAND ARE FAR ENOUGH APART FROM THE LAND MOBILE FREQUENCIES
THAT WE HAVE BEEN ABLE Tel SHARE THE BAND WI THOUT EITHER USE
INTERFERING WITH THE OTHER.

THE FCC NOW WANTS TO SPLIT THESE FREQUENCIES AND ~·1OVE \)':'HER
MOBlLE HIGH POWERED TRANSMITTERS IN BETWEEN THOSE FREQUENCIES
U:3E BY 'I'HE MODEL AIRCRAFT HOBBIEST. THIS WJ LL REDUCi': THE ,)CJ

Fl<EQUENt: I ES NOW I N lJ:~E BY US TO l'j. THE 50 FREQUENCI ES NOW
IN U:3E BY US ARE SOMETIMES VERY CONGi~STED AND WE GO TO GREAT
LENGTHS TO MAKE SURE WE DO NOT INTERFERE WITH ONE ANOTHER.

INTERFERENCE dN !l MODEL AI RCRAF'1' FREQUENCY BY ANOTHER
TRANstH~"rER WILL CAUSE LOSS OF CONTROL OF THE AIRCRAFT.

:.31ZE AIRCRAFT. THEY WEIGH 2S - 4U P:)UND;3, l\N[: AHE POvlERED BY
CONVERTED CHAIN SAW ENGINES DEVELOPING 3 - d HORSEPuWER.

~·A ~,.' T ""T: ~- '."
I J. t 1...] J ,'. ,; '.i



INTERFE[\.ENCE 'tJITH THIS TYPE OF OfJE1<ATION BY A UNKNOWN 1'10J3LIE
TRANSHITTER IS A VERY SERIOUS SITUATION.

I F'i';J~L rrHl~ F(~C:~ ~3HCHJLJ) HE'rHIT~~V_ IfHIS PR DC)I~I{ET 9-,:~~-2-3~J~ CJlJP
EQUI P1'1ENT I SIN USE NOW THE NEW EQUI PMENT I S YET TO BE
DE::;IGNED. PUT THE NEW ECiUIPMENT ill A DIFFRENT PART ~ THE
RAL; I 0 BAND, WHERE I NTERFEREN(:E MI GHT MEAN OVERLAP!? I N(~ OF
VOICE TRANSHISSIONS, INSTEAD OF THE DANGEROUS SITUATION THEY
NOW PROPOSE.

i"()R YUlJf< INFORMATION:

1. THERE ARE OVER 50 MEMBER IN OUR SMALL CLUB.

~. THE RADIO CONTROLLED AIRCRAFT HOBBY IS ONE OF THE FASTEST
GROWING HOBBIES.

3. WE TOOK AN INVENTORY OF THE EQUIPMENT, PLANES ETC. AT OUR
FIELD SEVERAL MONTHS BACK. THERE WERE APPROXMATLY 25 MEMBERS
PRESENT AND THE DOLLAR VALUE OF THE AIRCRAFT, ENGINES, RADIOS
AND SUPPORT EQUIPMENT EXCEEDED $32,000. THIS WAS AN AVERAGE
WEEKEND AT A SMALL MODEL CLUBS FIELD.

4. THERE ARE HELICOPTERS, SCALE AIRCRAFT, MULTI ENGINE
AIRCRAFT, JET TYPE AIRCRAFT, SPORT AIRCRAFT, PATTERN
AIRCRAFT, PEOPLE WHO GO ALL OVER THE COUNTRY TO CONTESTS AND
MEE'I'S, ELECTHIC fJOWERED AIRCHAFT, GLIDERS, STUDENT PILO'I'S,
YOUTH MEMBER PILuTS, SPuRT PILOTS, INSTRUCTOR PILOTS, TEST
PILOTS AND ANY COMBINATION OF THE ABOVE ALONG WITH THE OTHER
INTERESTS IN THE HOBHY TO NUMEROUS TO MENTION.

S. WE ALL Mid NT AI N t1EMBERSHI_P I N THE ACADE1'1Y OF HODEL,
AERONAUTICS, ABIDE BY THEIR RULES, AND ARE INSURED 8Y THEM.

THANK YOU ~OR YCJlm A'J'TEN'I' J ON TO TH I SMATTER.

F'~ ANK [J I VERNOCHE
P.O. BOX 4SL
HAMPTON BAYS, N.Y. 11946

MJ~MBER OF: SUFFOLK FAL. CONS .T
RAr)lC CO J.R LLED HU' 'i... AIRCr~AFT CLUB
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